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Website info for Scouts
Your first trip to a gliding club will be an exciting adventure. You will get to learn about flying, about gliders, airfield safety and have your first flight in a glider (as long as the weather conditions are right!). There are 90 gliding clubs in the UK, and all of them vary slightly in the way which they are run. However, there are a few things which all clubs have in common and you can expect.
Most clubs are run by volunteers and all members pitch in to help throughout the day. On your first day you won't be asked to do anything which will cause danger to you or someone else, but it is likely you will be asked to join in and help. This may involve fetching gliders and holding the wings, and helping to put them away at the end of the day. These tasks are important because you will learn a lot about airfield safety while you are on the airfield. You may also be taught some safety points while you are in the clubhouse. You must listen carefully to what you are told. 

If the weather is unsuitable for flying, it is likely that there will be other things to do and an instructor may give a talk about gliding. For example, you might learn about the best weather conditions for flying or what causes a glider to stay airborne without an engine.
The club will expect you to respect the other members and follow the safety advice. Because the members are not being paid to run the gliding club, it is important to be grateful for their hard work by offering to lend a hand here and there. There is a great atmosphere at gliding clubs, with everyone talking excitedly about their flights and the members will have plenty of great stories to tell you.
There are a number of items you will need when you go to a club, which vary depending on the weather. These include your (signed) temporary membership form, money for the flight, money for tea and snacks (small change please), packed lunch, waterproofs, sun hat / hat & gloves, sunscreen, sunglasses, suitable footwear, camera, notebook & pen / pencil.
You will always remember your first flight in a glider. It is incredibly exciting, and if you enjoy it then you can join a club as a club member and begin learning how to fly. You would be sent solo one day and would be able to fly in countries around the world, and maybe take part in competitions. On your first trip, remember to listen, be safe, have fun and take lots of photos!
