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Guidance notes for Scout Leaders
Gliding clubs offer a myriad of opportunities for scouts and young people in general. To gain maximum benefit, it is best to arrange for a variety of activities for scouts to take part in whilst they are at the gliding club. There are no hard and fast rules, but you should ask the gliding club for a designated person who you can liaise with as you plan the activities. Ideally, this person should be a gliding instructor or someone who has previous experience of being an instructor and should be there on the day too. We have some very experienced pilots who, for a variety of reasons, are no longer able to instruct, but are keen to support young people in other ways as they learn about gliding and learn to fly. It may be possible for them to come to your Scout Group before the visit. Glider pilots who work with young people in this way should be CRB checked and you can check this with the gliding club.
Splitting the Day

To avoid an outbreak of boredom & irritation amongst those waiting to fly, why not split the group so half are doing ground school work and the other half are flying? After lunch, swap them over.
For Scouts who are flying as an introductory, air experience activity, then some basic worksheets covering parts of the glider, control surfaces and principles of flight have been supplied.

Should there be access to a motor glider, ground school can be extended to include navigation.

Scout Badges

Scouts have a number of gliding and aviation related badges. These can form the basis for ground school activities.
Scout Section Ages 11-14


https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/523/aeronautics-activity-badge-scout-section 
[image: image1.png]


 Mechanics Badge – Option B 
 https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/577
Aviation Skills (Basic to Advanced) 
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Basic Aviation Skills 

https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/532/basic-aviation-skills-activity-badge-scout-section
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Aviation Skills 

https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/533
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Advanced Aviation Skills https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/534/advanced-aviation-skills-activity-badge-scout-section 
Aviation Skills training activities

https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/2386/resource-material-for-aviation-badges-fs120709
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 Navigator Badge – Alternative B or D

https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/586
Explorer Section Ages 14-18
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 Air Activities – Alternative B

http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/explorer-activity-aiac.htm
Aviation Skills & Advanced Aviation Skills 
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Aviation Skills http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/explorer-activity-avsk.htm
http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/explorer-activity-adavsk.htm
http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/hqdocs/badges/explorer-activity-avskills.htm
Further information on gliding as a scouting activity can be found on https://members.scouts.org.uk/  and also Scoutbase www.scoutbase.org.uk/ps/activities/factfile.php?ID=25 
Scout Camps

Gliding clubs can offer a great camping opportunity. Gliding needn’t necessarily be the focus of the activity for the whole stay, although it may be useful for some Scouts and Air Scouts seeking to gain more advanced badges. Talk to the club to find out what is possible. 
How to find your local gliding club or Junior Gliding Centre
The British Gliding Association (BGA) is the National Governing Body for gliding in the UK. Go to http://www.juniorgliding.co.uk  for maps showing all gliding clubs and Junior Gliding Centres. 
What’s the difference between an ordinary club and a JGC? You should have an enjoyable time at whichever club you visit but JGCs are geared up to offer activities particularly suited to young people and cater specifically for those under the age of 25. Each JGC will offer a slightly different range of activities, and they are all prepared to work with you to offer a full gliding experience. All JGCs have been vetted by the BGA. Some BGA clubs are also working towards becoming accredited under Sport England’s Clubmark Scheme.
The 90 gliding clubs are not evenly distributed across the UK so you may find that either there are several clubs in your area, or that you need to travel a fair distance to find your nearest club. If you face a choice, you should contact or visit them all to establish which will suit your group’s needs the best. Most are open at weekends and some are open during the week. Many will run evenings specifically for groups like yours. Ask the club what is available.

Should you experience any difficulty in organising your visit, please contact the Club Chairman in the first instance. Should you require further assistance, please contact the British Gliding Association.
